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A
ustralia’s favourite sons are 
back with a vengeance. Putting 
arthritis, anorexia and break-up 
rumours behind them the band 
have released their most candid 
and confi dent album to date with 
Young Modern. Slightly (very 

slightly) stripped back from the lush orchestration 
of Diorama, the songs nod to classic structures of 
70s rock, but with a whimsical edge, and is positively 
jubilant without being cheesy. It’s no exaggeration 
to say this will go down as a classic Australian album, 
and we are witnessing the band at their strongest 
yet. We caught up with the easygoing and loveable 
drummer Ben Gillies in the midst of a big American 
tour, ahead of their London show at Brixton Academy 
on August 10.

I hear the single is doing really well in the States, and 
the album was just released. How have you found the 
US response to be?
Really good, we’ve been doing lots of press and 
interviews and things and all it seems to be going really 
well, unexpectedly. 
You guys had to postpone some shows last month due 
to Daniel having laryngitis – the last time you were in 

the States Daniel had health problems too. Are you 
guys cursed or what?
Yeah there was a bit of a ‘oh no, not again’ kind of feeling 
but luckily he got over it really quickly and now we’re 
even more determined to get out there. We’ve all been 
going to bed early, drinking lots of water, all that stuff. 
But we’ve played a couple of gigs since that have just 
been excellent, I think we’re all just in our element at the 
moment. 
Seems like in the press the Americans keep referring 
to the Frogstomp era, where as in Australia we’re 
obviously well past that. Is that frustrating?
Yeah. Not to diss American music at all, but there is that 
whole fast food approach to music - you kind of have 
to be in their face all the time. We couldn’t really push 
the other albums here because obviously Dan got sick 
and stuff, so for some of the people they haven’t seen 
us since then. You look at where we were when we fi rst 
started and where we are now, and we’re a different 
band. But I think people are starting to get it now.
When the band started you were all about thirteen, 
and since then have no doubt you’ve all grown up in 
your own separate directions. Are you all still close 
friends or is it more of a professional relationship?
No that’s the thing, we’re all friends and…not that we’re 
the best band in the world -(laughing) well, I think we
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are - but that’s what makes it work so well, that 
even if the band didn’t exist I know I could still 
call these guys up for a beer.
You guys have shifted sound a lot with each 
of your albums. Obviously Daniel as the 
songwriter is the main infl uence of that, how 
do you and Chris feel about the directions of 
band? 
Well its not a dictatorship, its always a bit 
different - sometimes Dan will come in with 
whole songs and sometimes he’ll come with 
parts of songs and once me and Chris put our 
bits in it might end up having a totally different 
sound. So yeah, we’re really happy with it. 
Paul Mac has been a big infl uence on 
Daniel’s music, and The Dissociatives, which 

was a completely different direction to 
Silverchair’s music. What about yourself, do 
you like electronic music?
Yeah I do. Actually Paul’s getting me into this 
album, Whitey, it’s awesome. I can’t remember 
the name of it…I’m one of those people who 
never knows that names of songs but I know the 
numbers of the ones I like. Hold on… (checks his 
iTunes)…yeah it’s called ‘The Light at the End of 
the Tunnel is a Train’. I’m really enjoying that. 
I read that there is to be a SBS documentary 
about the making of. You’re all still really 
young but for many Australians you’re 
already living legends, how do you feel about 
that status?
It’s great and kind of weird…..yeah I still don’t 
really know how to answer that one.
But surely you’ve seen the Classic Album 
series; it must be exciting to be part of that 
kind of thing.
Yeah it is, I’ve seen the English series and its 
great…and I think that as a band we’ve learnt a 
lot about using the studio time fully…like there 
was this one part on a song on the new album 
where me and Daniel were trying to explain this 
particular whooshing sound we wanted, like a 
drawer opening, and we ended up running to 
the kitchen and grabbing the cutlery drawer to 
demonstrate. Stuff like that. 
Back to Australia, and the huge upcoming 
national ‘Powderchair’ tour of Silverchair 
and Powderfi nger. How well do you know the 
Powderfi nger guys?
We’ve known those guys for years, since we 
supported Pantera with them right at the 
beginning.
You supported Pantera?
Yeah, it was horrible; their fans were chanting 
“Pantera” between all the songs. It was really 
hard for us, you know, being 13 year olds and 

the Powderfi nger guys were really nice to us. 
Seems like a wasted opportunity to have a 
‘Silverfi nger’ tour to me!
(Laughs) Yeah, there’s been lots of jokes about 
that. I think we didn’t call it that for obvious 
reasons, but I just think of the cool tour poster 
we could have had…
The tour is running in conjunction 
Reconciliation Australia. Do you consider 
Silverchair to be a political band? 
No, I mean since the Aria performance where 
we played the Midnight Oil cover and Daniel did 
the spray-paint thing people seem to think we 
are (at the ARIA awards they performed “Don't 
Wanna Be the One” and Daniel spray painted 
‘PG4PM on the wall, meaning ‘Peter Garrett 

for Prime Minister’). But really, I don’t think 
Silverchair will ever be a political band. 
Also in Australia, Daniel caused a bit of 
controversy with jokes he made about 
smoking joints with Peter Garrett that were 
taken literally. What was the bands reaction 
to the media controversy it caused for about 
5 minutes?
(Umms and ahhs for a couple of seconds)…You 
know what? I’m not gonna answer any questions 
about that.
OK, but I’ve also seen lot of other interviews 
where people don’t seem get Daniel’s sense 
of humour; do you fi nd it frustrating dealing 
with the media side of the job? 
Yeah, look we’ve always got a lot of band in-
jokes and use a lot of irony and sarcasm – which 
they say is the lowest form of humour anyway 
- and it just doesn’t translate well in the media.
Alright, an easier question. Who has the 
best moustache in the band?
Defi nitely me! The guys have been 
saying I’m starting to look like I’m 
Mexican. 

“YOU LOOK AT WHERE WE WERE WHEN WE FIRST 
STARTED AND WHERE WE ARE NOW, AND WE’RE 
A DIFFERENT BAND. ”
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