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SYDNEY man Joe O’Donnell was
shot in the back last month on the
Honduran island which he has made
his home for the last six years.
After a bizarre altercation with a local
family that began with a dispute about
parking his bicycle, O’Donnell was
shot in the back in the middle of the
day onAugust 19 in the popular tourist
destination ofWest Bay, Roatan.
A man surrendered himself to
authorities soon after the shooting

SHOOTING VICTIM: Australian Joe O’Donnell recovers in Honduras where he has been hit with huge hospital bill and now lacks the
funds to return to Australia. A Facebook campiagn is under way to raise money to help bring Joe home.

n An Australian
man who was shot
in broad daylight
following a bizarre
dispute is making
a recovery in a
Honduran hospital.
He is rallying for
financial support
to get home as his
shooter awaits trail
this week.

By Jennifer Perkin

SHOT AUSSIE
APPEALS TO
COME HOME

LABOR could turn a landslide election
defeat into a winning position by
bringing Kevin Rudd back as prime
minister, according to a poll showing
support for Julia Gillard at a record low.
The latest Fairfax/Nielsen poll shows
Labor still trailing the coalition 42 to
58 per cent on a two-party preferred
basis, unchanged from last month.

Labor could win if Rudd returns: poll
But that would change to 52 to
48 per cent in Labor’s favour if Mr
Rudd replaced Ms Gillard as leader,
according to the poll published in
Fairfax newspapers on Monday.
Just over a year after she rolled him
as leader, Mr Rudd is preferred as
Labor leader by 44 per cent of voters
compared to Ms Gillard’s 19 per cent.

Labor’s primary vote was at 27 per
cent, down one percentage point on
last month, but the poll showed it
would be 42 per cent under Mr Rudd.
The coalition’s primary vote was
steady on 48 per cent.
Ms Gillard’s approval rating fell by
six percentage points to 32 per cent,
which Fairfax said was the lowest for

a prime minister since Paul Keating
rated 32 in August 1994.
Speculation of a change in the
federal Labor leadership has
increased in recent weeks as polls
have had the party’s primary vote
under 30 per cent. – AAP
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EVERY week Clapham pensioner
Kathleen Derrig goes faithfully to
Clapham South tube station to collect
several copies of Australian Times, its
sister newspaper The South African
and many other free community titles.
For 20 years, ever since her husband
died, the 77-year-old has gathered
these publications to be distributed
at Brixton Prison’s library. She
collects as many free magazines and
newspapers as she can, and then every
few weeks cycles up to the prison and
drops them off at the gate.
“Prisons are not a favourite charity
for most people. Many think prisoners
should just be left to rot. But I’m
a Roman Catholic and I believe
it’s wrong to judge people. I think
jail is such a bare place - reading
is something one can do to keep
occupied.”
“I grew up during the war so have
always felt it was important to save
things. As a child I used to send
Catholic magazines to Allied soldiers
held by the Japanese in a prison in
Singapore.”
Derrig spent her youth in Windsor,
and moved to London after a six-

Guardian angel watching
over Aussies in London

By Heather Walker year stint working in Chicago.
She was a home carer for 27 years
before retiring.
When she’s not collecting
periodicals, Derrig does volunteer
work and raises funds for charities
such as The Donkey Sanctuary and
Send A Cow.
She also does a spot of Jessica
Fletcher-style sleuthing.
Derrig alerted us when she noticed
that Australian Times was being
sold in a newsagent in Clapham. On
several occasions she has spotted it
with a 60p price sticker strategically
placed over the label on the cover.
Flattering as it may be to realise
someone deems our newspaper
worthy of selling, it’s more likely
he’s spotted a chance to make a
quick buck.
“Every time this happens I
confront the shop manager but he
just shrugs and says I must speak to
the owner. I have told them not to
do this,” she said.
According to the newsagent’s
manager, the copies are supplied to
them by the distributor with the price
stickers already on.
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and is due to appear in a Honduran
court on 14 September.
The tight knit community on Roatan
have rallied around Joe’s cause and a
support network calling themselves the
Roatan Action Committee have created
a petition advocating justice which they
plan to present to authorities this week.
O’Donnell is a well loved member
of the community who had planned to
set up his own dive shop on the island.
After the attack, he was 9own to
the mainland where he has had three
operations, including on his spine, and is

making a gradual recovery. OnThursday
last week he was able to move his right
leg for the :rst time since the shooting.
Hisstayinhospitalhasalreadymounted
a huge bill, and those close to him have
appealed for help in paying the bills and
in getting him home toAustralia.
A representative of the Australian
consulate has visited the victim in
hospital, but so far the Department
of Foreign Affairs plans to wait and
allow the Honduran system to run its
course. The Sydney Morning Herald
reported the of:ce as saying they are
“closely monitoring the investigation
of this violent and disturbing crime”.

The victim plans to stay in Honduras
until the court proceedings are complete,
but according to a source on his
Facebook support page, “Joe is seeking
help to get back to Australia as soon as
he is physically able to travel and legally
permitted to leave the country. He wants
to get home and into the Australian
health care system as soon as possible
for the rehabilitation process.”
To :nd out more information or
offer assistance to Joe O’Donnell, go
to Facebook.com/joeodonnellupdates
Jennifer Perkin was on Roatan in
Honduras when the incident took place.

HAPPIER TIMES: Aussie Joe O’Donnell is a popular resident of the
Honduran island of Roatan.

Locals demand justice for Aussie shooting victim
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